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A Brief Introduction
Purpose
The main purposes of the Swiss-Chinese Association are:

Increase awareness of, curiosity about
and interest in China as a country in
general and the Chinese people in
particular among our members as well as
other interested parties and individuals
in Switzerland

Establish and maintain friendly
relationships between Swiss and Chinese
people and institutions

Promote and strengthen the cooperation
between both countries especially in the
fields of culture, science and economy

Activities

The Swiss-Chinese Association wants to achieve its purposes
through the following activities:

Organizing or supporting lectures,
exhibitions, special events, concerts,
discussions as well as receptions

Establishing and maintaining contact with
Chinese living in Switzerland

Publishing the magazine RUIZHONG; making
information available to Swiss media and
interested parties

Promoting the exchange between academics,
students and various experts

Promoting active friendship, cooperation
and the exchange with various Chinese
institutions or organizations with
similar interests and goals

History

The Swiss-Chinese Association was founded in 1945, four
years before Mao Zedong proclaimed the foundation of the
People’s Republic of China on October 1, 1949. Founding
members were leading Swiss personalities from politics,
universities and business. Mainly the interest in Chinese
culture and later the exchange in the area of science
dominated the activities in the early years. Later, the Swiss-
Chinese Association occasionally also organized and led trips
to China. When Switzerland established diplomatic relations
with the People’s Republic of China in 1950, representatives
from the Swiss-Chinese Association were acting as
consultants.

The early recognition of the People’s Republic of China by
the Swiss government was one of the keys for the friendly
relations and cooperation between the two countries as they
exist to this today. Until the early 70s, China was an
unfamiliar and to some extent even a concealed country for
most foreigners and direct contacts were very limited.
However, during this time, contacts have been established
mainly with our counterpart, the Chinese People’s
Association for Friendship with Foreign  Countries

(CPAFFC) and its local branches in various provinces. Over
the years, the exchange and friendship between the CPAFFC
and its representatives and the Swiss-Chinese Association has

been steadily intensified and today it is still one of the most
valuable contacts in China.

Based on the reforms initiated by Deng Xiaoping, China
gradually opened its ,,doors* to the rest of the world and
started a rapid and remarkable development, which is still
going on to this day. Trips to China became as easy as
accessing information about China. This development made
the Swiss-Chinese Association rethink its main purpose as a
gateway to an unknown China.

Today, the Swiss-Chinese Association still plays an active
role in promoting friendly exchange between Chinese and
Swiss organizations as well as individuals and takes the
opportunity to motivate its members as well as the general
public to learn more about the various fascinating aspects of
China and its people.

Organization

The Swiss-Chinese Association is a private, non-profit
organization under Swiss law. Currently the association has
about 400 individual and a few institutional members. All
activities are financed by the annual membership fees, and
occasionally also by grants or private sponsors. We do not
get any financing from the government. The members of the
board, including its president, are elected by the general
assembly for a duration of 3 years; re-election is possible. All
members of the board work as volunteers and do not get paid
for their work. Currently the board consists of 10 members,
all of whom have close ties to China, either through their
business, professions and/or their personal interest, and some
are also of Chinese origin. The current president is Dr.
Thomas Wagner, the former mayor of Zurich and initiator of
the partnership between the cities of Kunming and Zurich.
The board of the Swiss-Chinese Association is responsible
for the activities and also maintains contact with its various
partners in Switzerland as well as in China.

Members of the Board

President
Thomas Wagner, Zurich

Executive Vice President
Rudolf Schaffner, Reinach

Vice Presidents

Marianne Heller, Sursee

Wei Grueber-Wang, Zurich

Wirz Claudia, Zurich

Gérald Béroud, Lausanne

Albert Meier, Allschwil

Willi Meier, Biilach

Ueli Merz, Zurich/Beijing

Bangying Ren, Schaffhausen/Beijing
Jianzhong Yao, Richterswil

Contact

Swiss-Chinese Association
Phone +41 61 696 77 06

Fax +41 61 696 77 03

E-mail info@schweiz-china.ch
Website www.schweiz-china.ch
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